188     MY TEAVELS IN THE EAST
The conditions of the Japanese peasants
who form a, great majority of the population
are far better than those of the peasants of
the other eastern countries. The great
success in the development of agriculture
owes much to the scientists and to the
Grovernment who spare no pains to
improve the lots of the peasants. In every
prefecture there is an agricultural college
where one can study and live only at a cost of
eleven yens per month. The professors and the
students of the college set out once in every
week on a lecture tour in the villages and
the villagers also do not fail to follow their
instructions. Such propaganda is conducted
by the scientists and the professors in
every village of Japan. Only for these
reasons the peasants are growing to-day about
two times more than the crop they used
to produce about five or six years before
from the same plot of land. Every inch of
the soil has been cultivated. Japan is a
small country and it is densely populated,
but yet they do not suffer from want of
food. They produce so much food that the
people after satisfying their own needs export-
it to the foreign lands, A few years before